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Executive Summary

This publication provides practical, cost-effective design and construction guidelines for atimber pedestrian
suspension bridge. 1t presents basic engineering design criteriaand construction tipsaswell asmaterial, ma-
chinery, and peoplepower costs and needs. Thisinformation can be used asageneral planning tool by anyone
wishing to construct asuspension bridge. However, consultation with alicensed professional engineer (PE.)
with expertisein these structuresis needed before undertaking such aproject.

Suspension bridges, like the Pochuck Quagmire Bridge j
(PQB), provide asolution to long-span crossings. Plansand The Pochuck Quagml re
photography of it and other pedestrian suspension bridgesare Bri dge isavital link in the
featured throughout this publication. The materialsused to Appaj achian Trail.

build this 146-foot-long bridge cost $36,000. It was con-
structed by aunique volunteer-driven, public-private partnership betweenthe NY-NJ Trail Conference, the
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), and the Appalachian Trail Conference. The
Pochuck Quagmire Bridgeislocated onthe Appalachian Trail in Vernon Valley, New Jersey, and isavital link
inthe Appalachian Trail.

Photo 1. The Appalachian Trail Pochuck Quagmire Bridge. Photo courtesy of Ms. Bernadette Conroy.



