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an avid Appalachian Trail hiker who died tragically inacar accident. Ms. Anne L utkenhouse, the Project
Director of the NY-NJTrail Conference, provided critical behind-the-scenes administrative support.

A true cooperative public-private partnership, the bridge construction would not have been completed as
quickly nor successfully asit waswithout each partner’s contribution.

Site Access

The project received amajor boost from Mother Nature in the summer of 1995, for it was North Jersey’s
driest summer in the past 100 years. Areas of the project site that are normally inundated were bone dry. At
the start of the project, access to the site was achieved by cutting back the weeds, incorporating stone wheel
blankets, and using stone and temporary culvertsin major low points. In addition, two adjacent property
ownersgraciously allowed temporary construction vehicle access acrosstheir property. From the east, John
Hill Corporation allowed use of a2,500-foot long dirt road that led directly from a paved road to the “ east
meadow.” From thewest, Mrs. Esposito allowed traffic across her property. This provided the only possible
route across the west quagmire for the tracked construction equipment. These three factors made construction
accesssignificantly easier than ever imagined. After thefirst eight weeks, the weather turned for theworse.
Whilethe heavy rains slowed the project, the subsurface work was already compl ete.

Public Safety, Worker Safety, and Project Partner Risk
Management

As stated earlier, the primary project goals were to eliminate the dangerous 2.1 mile roadwalk along the
heavily traveled county road and to place the Appalachian Trail, for aesthetic reasons, within the designated
and previously purchased trail corridor. Thiswould require the construction of a safe, practical, cost-
effective, and durable bridge over the Pochuck Creek. The responsibility for placement of the trail within
the corridor and over the creek crossing lay with the NJ Division of Parks and Forestry. The NY-NJ Trail
Conference and other project volunteers were more than willing to assist with the planning, design, and envi-
ronmental permitsfor what was essentially apublic works project. Thisinvolvement focused the project, gave
it a specific direction, and stretched public funding. By taking an active role in the elimination of a danger-
ous roadwalk and creek crossing, the project partners were exposing themselves to risk (liability).

The conundrum of public safety and elevated suspension bridges is demonstrated by the 1973 Appalachian
Trail tragedy at Clarendon Gorge in Vermont. Clarendon Gorge is an awe-inspiring rocky gorge of the Mill
River. It has sheer rock walls of 100 feet or morein height. The Appalachian and Long Trails pass over the
Gorge via the Robert Brugman Memorial Suspension Bridge. The combination of the rocky gorge, tumultu-
ous waters below, clifftop conifers, the bridge height, and narrow walkway make for a beautiful but eerie
crossing. Thebridgeis 32 feet abovetheriver, but the sensation one getsisthat itissignificantly higher. The
first suspension bridge over Clarendon Gorge was designed and built by Emile Boselli of the Green Mountain
Club. It was opened to foot traffic in 1958. The 55-foot span suspension bridge, 32-feet above the river
replaced log bridgesdown inthegorge. The rudimentary 1og bridgeswere routinely washed away, leaving
hikersto negotiate adangerousford. Inlate June 1973, several heavy rainstormsin ashort period of time hit
Vermont resulting in severe flooding. The north tower of the Clarendon Gorge Suspension Bridge gave way to
high water on June 30, 1973. The bridge cablework held together and slapped against the south wall of the



